
Building  
the future



In 2018, we celebrate our 125th Anniversary, and I write now to invite you to join us in shaping 
a new era for St Hilda’s College. This introduction to our Campaign and its objectives sets out 
a programme of development that I believe will transform the College physically and establish 
the best possible foundation for realising the full potential of our students and Fellows. 

The first stage of our Campaign begins with a major capital development programme to  
fulfil our commitment to securing the future for our students, Fellows and tutors. The new 
buildings will underpin equality of access, provide excellent academic facilities and create an 
environment where leading research collaboration and learning can flourish. These physical 
facilities will also improve the College’s long-term financial health. 

The plans develop two areas on the College site to create an additional 125 rooms for 
student accommodation and for new teaching and social areas including: tutorial rooms, an 
auditorium for lectures and master classes, a spacious new Middle Common Room for 
graduate students, pastoral facilities, tranquil corners and interesting social spaces.

The provision of undergraduate accommodation for all our students lays the foundation  
for equal access and exceptional academic achievement. Each College room is like a 
bursary for our students compared with the financial pressure of finding accommodation 
in the private rental market in Oxford. It also ensures our students have support close at 
hand so they can flourish in the stimulating intellectual and social environment for which 
Oxford is rightly known.

Alongside the ambitions for our site, we must continue to secure tutorial teaching in key 
subjects through endowment and create a fund for student scholarships, bursaries and 
grants to provide sustained support for talented students from low income backgrounds.

Harnessing the advances in technology, the facilities in the new buildings will enable us to 
disseminate widely the leading work of our Fellows and their research groups, and support 
world-class academic competitiveness. In the longer term, through increasing our ability to 
host international conferences and meetings in the vacations, the new buildings will also 
transform our finances. 

These developments are vital for the College and will ensure we can maintain our traditions 
and reach our future goals in the highly competitive, changing world of higher education. I 
am deeply grateful to all who have responded so generously to our appeals in the past. The 
involvement of alumnae, friends and benefactors with the 125th Anniversary Campaign will 
create life-enhancing opportunities for generations of students to come.

Sir Gordon Duff, Principal

St Hilda’s has always been,  
and with your support for the 
125th Anniversary Campaign 
will remain, a world-class 
academic institution, 
competitive at the highest 
international level.



Tower Crown – decorative features in 
development will reflect a botanical theme

   Our programme of 
development will establish 
the best possible foundation 
for releasing the enormous 
potential of our students.



Building the future for St Hilda’s 
Our plans for the future depend on realising 
the most ambitious building programme in 
St Hilda’s history. These new facilities will 
ensure St Hilda’s students and Fellows have 
the best possible academic environment in 
which to flourish.

• Our most urgent priority is to create an 
additional 125 student rooms, along with 
facilities such as: tutorial and seminar 
spaces, an auditorium for lectures and 
master classes, flexible social areas, a 
chapel, and a new Middle Common 
Room for graduate students.

• Across two sites, these will be achieved 
with the construction of three new 
buildings designed to complement our 
exceptional riverside setting.

SITE ONE

• We will begin with Site One where  
the new Boundary Building will link 
together the existing Hall and South 
Buildings to form a cohesive centre  
for the College.

• Site One includes the Pavilion which will 
create an exceptional seminar space and 
the Terrace Café overlooking the river.

SITE ONE

St Hilda’s Tower defines the new College entrance

The estimated cost of the  
buildings on Site One and  
Site Two is £35 million. 

The College has raised a bond of  
£20 million. To allow the building 
programme to get underway without 
delay, we must raise £15 million. 



Location of  
the third  
building

SITE TWO

A new central courtyard provides a heart to the College

SITE TWO

Site Two is located next to the Jacqueline  
du Pré Music Building, overlooking the river 
meadow. The building plans are at an early 
stage and will be developed as Site One 
progresses. This site will provide the balance  
of student rooms and academic spaces  
to fulfil our ambition for the College. It will also 
allow us to extend the scope and range  
of the acclaimed JdP programme with its 
livestreaming facilities.

The Site Two plans in preparation include 
superbly equipped seminar, workshop  
and lecture facilities for supporting 
interdisciplinary collaboration and the sharing 
of research in the humanities and sciences.

From this exceptional base, we shall disseminate 
the findings of our research globally.
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Architects Gort Scott have created 
designs which open the College site, 
allowing views to the river and the 
Oxford skyline from the new 
buildings. The rooftop gardens and 
terrace link the building with the 
lawns below, creating exceptional 
academic and social spaces.

View from the river 

Rooftop garden design  
for the Boundary Building

Site One



Hall garden view to the new buildings

As well as increasing the College’s 
seminar and teaching spaces, the 
Pavilion will allow all to enjoy our unique 
riverside views. Its walkway will connect 
the garden paths on either side, making 
the entire river bank accessible for the 
first time.
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Guaranteeing a room in College
We are committed to helping our students achieve  
their potential at Oxford. Currently the College can 
accommodate only 60% of its undergraduates and has 
fallen significantly behind its peers in this respect. To 
remain competitive in Oxford and continue to attract 
and support the most talented students, St Hilda’s must 
offer College accommodation to all of its prospective 
undergraduates throughout their degree.

WHAT IMPACT WILL THE BUILDINGS HAVE?

• A room in College acts like a bursary, directly 
supporting greater access to an Oxford education for 
students from financially disadvantaged families.

• A guaranteed room allows first year students to settle 
into their courses without the immediate pressure of 
finding a flat for their second year at St Hilda’s.

• Of equal importance are the benefits to students  
of being in a vibrant academic community in 
College. Excellent study, sports and social facilities  
are close by, as are student welfare and peer  
support networks.

The plans are in place. Time is of the essence. 
We must raise £15 million to achieve our vision for St Hilda’s.

 “Guaranteeing 
undergraduates a room 
in College would be 
amazing. It’s the 
equivalent of a bursary, 
and would save more 
than £1,500 a year in 
rent, compared with the 
private rental market.”
Anya Lyon-Fraser (History, 2015) 
JCR President 2016-17



Funding bursaries, scholarships and access

Our commitment to access requires sustained 
financial support, not only by opening up 
pathways to Oxford but by ensuring students 
can flourish academically once they arrive, 
without distracting financial pressures.

STUDENT SUPPORT: We will establish  
a comprehensive bursary and scholarship 
fund to attract and support talented  
students regardless of their ability to pay.  
125th Anniversary bursaries will ensure students 
from financially disadvantaged backgrounds 
can access additional support for vacation 
residence to prepare for final examinations,  
and pursue study and research opportunities  
in the long vacation. It will also provide  
grants to cover costs associated with work 
placements and internships to help students 
prepare for careers beyond Oxford. 

GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS: Our graduate 
students make a vital contribution to their 
fields of research, to the intellectual life within 
the College, and to the wider Oxford 
community. With one in four of our students 
achieving a distinction at postgraduate level, 

the College provides an excellent environment 
for talented students to achieve their potential.  

Today’s graduate students arrive already 
burdened by considerable student debt. Their 
graduate fees and living costs can amount to 
£25,000 p.a, and for students from overseas, 
this is closer to £35,000 p.a. Full or partial 
scholarships make a tremendous difference 
and are essential if the College is to attract the 
most able applicants from across the world. 
With support from donors, we can also attract 
matching funds from the Faculty or other 
University sources to create fully-funded 
scholarships for students. 

ACCESS PATHWAYS: Excellence  
and equality of opportunity are central  
to our mission. Our 125th Anniversary 
Campaign will further support our 
innovative Schools Programme which  
works with teachers to encourage  
applications from schools that lack a  
tradition of sending high-achieving  
students to Oxford.    

 “At Oxford, I learned 
how to think critically 
and communicate 
persuasively in a way 
that I hadn’t before.  
The tutorial system 
required that I formulate 
my own views and 
position and be able  
to communicate  
those simply and 
succinctly both orally 
and in writing.”
Regina Pisa (PPE, 1977)  
Chairman Emeritus of Goodwin,  
a leading Global 50 law firm 
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Securing the future of teaching and research
The 125th Anniversary Campaign aims to  
increase the College’s endowment for key posts 
to guarantee the tutorial system at St Hilda’s  
for coming generations. Endowment for posts 
ensures continuity of teaching for our students 
while contributing to the sustained research of  
our Fellows and the impact this has in the world. 

Dr Swales is Fellow  
in Clinical Medicine  
at St Hilda’s College  
and Consultant 
Rheumatologist  
and Director of 
Undergraduate  
Studies at the  
Nuffield Department 
of Orthopaedics, 
Rheumatology and Musculoskeletal Sciences.

A finalist in the Hospital Hero awards,  
Dr Swales was nominated by her patient,  
Mrs Roots-Petty (on the left in the  
photograph above):

“I couldn’t have had any more support  
from Dr Swales. She always has time for  
me... What tends to make the newspapers  
is life-saving surgery but she saves my life 
every day.”

Professor Daniel 
Wakelin, Jeremy 
Griffiths Professor of 
Medieval English 
Palaeography, recently 
co-authored the book 
Revolting Remedies 
from the Middle Ages 
with several of his 
graduate students. 
The remedies were 
collected by the 
students from 
manuscripts in the Bodleian Library and 
translated by Professor Wakelin. 

The immediate priorities for endowment are  
posts in Medical Sciences, Mathematics and 
Philosophy so that new appointments can be 
made when senior Fellows retire. 

Allied to the endowment of tutorial posts, we seek 
to increase the funding for Junior and Associate 
Research Fellowships. These early career posts 

support the next generation  
of academics as they forge ahead 
with groundbreaking research. 
JRFs and ARFs have a pivotal  
role in enriching the research 
environment in College. 

Professor Alison Noble,  
St Hilda’s College Professorial  
Fellow in Engineering and the 

Technikos Professor of Biomedical  
Engineering, was elected a Fellow of the  
Royal Society in 2017, recognising her  
ground-breaking biomedical image analysis 
research. Professor Noble’s work has  
advanced knowledge of how to automatically 
extract clinically-useful information from 
medical ultrasound scans.

“I have always sought to effectively  
combine advanced research with  
training the next generation of  
researchers in my field. I am proud  
 of every one of my students and  
 what they themselves have achieved.” 

Endowment for posts requires 
on average £1.5 million per 
post; JRFs require £0.9 million.

You will find further 
information enclosed in the 
back of the brochure.

Dr Ana Namburete, Associate  
Research Fellow at St Hilda’s and the 
Principal Investigator of the Ultrasound 
NeuroImage Analysis Group at the 
Oxford Institute of Biomedical 
Engineering, completed her DPhil  
with Professor Noble.



Your involvement means a great deal to the College; we 
appreciate every gift that brings us closer to our goal.  
To discuss naming opportunities for our new buildings, 
bursaries, scholarships and research posts, please contact:

Bronwyn Travers 
Development Director and Fellow  
St Hilda’s College, Oxford OX4 1DY 
Tel: +44 (0) 1865 286624 
bronwyn.travers@st-hildas.ox.ac.uk



St Hilda’s College 
Oxford OX4 1DY 
Telephone: +44 (0) 1865 276 828 
www.st-hildas.ox.ac.uk
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